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AN INTRODUCTION TO POLITICAL SCIENCE

Objectives:  

This course is designed to acquaint students with the –  

1. Important sub themes of Political Science as a discipline  
2. Approaches to study Political Science  
3. Basic Concepts and Values in Political Science  

                                                                         SEMESTER III                                         PERIOD  
CC-I C (3)

Unit 1: The Study of Political Science                                                                                   12 
a) Definition  

b) Nature  

c) Scope  

Unit 2: Approaches to Study Political Science                                                                     11 
a) Normative  

b) Empirical  

c) Feminist  

Unit 3: Basic Concepts                                                                                                            11 
a) The State  

b) The Market  

c) The Civil Society  

Unit 4: Democracy                                                                                                                   11 
a) Representative  

b) Deliberative  

c) Participatory  

SEMESTER IV 
CC-I D (3)

Unit 5: Basic Political Values                                                                                                   12 
a) Liberty  

b) Equality  

c) Justice  



Unit 6: Rights                                                                                                                            11 
a) Definition and Meaning  

b) Types  

c) Challenges  

Unit 7: Ideologies                                                                                                                      11 
a) Nationalism  

b) Socialism  

c) Fascism  

Unit 8: International Organisations                                                                                        11 
a) United Nations – Structures, Functions and Challenges  
b) Regional – EU, SAARC, OPEC, NATO  
c) MNCs  

Readings: 

1.

2. Bhargava Rajeev and Ashok Acharya (eds.), 2008, Political Theory Delhi, Pearson

3.

4. Christiano Thomas and John Christman (eds.), 2009, Contemporary Debates in Political Philosophy, 

Malden, MA, Wiley-Blackwell.

5. Daniel R Brower, 2005,The World Since 1945: A Brief History, Pearson Prentice Hall

6.

7. Gaus Gerald F., 2000, Political Concepts and Political Theories, Boulder, Westview Press.

8. Goodin Robert, Philip Pettit and Thomas Pogge (eds.), 2007, A Companion to Contemporary Political 

Philosophy, Oxford, Blackwell.

9. Greensein Fred I. and Pclsby Nelson W,1975, Handbook of Political Science, Addison Wesley 

Longman.

10. Gupta Sachdeo and Singh S K, 1987, Political Theory and Ideology, Delhi, Ajanta Prakashan.

11. Henry D. Aiken, 1956,The Age of Ideology, New York, Mentor.

12. Heywood Andrew, Political Theory – An Introduction, 2004, Palgrave Basingstoke.

13. (Translation of O. P.Gauba, An Introduction to 

Political Theory), Pune, K’Sagar.

14. Kaviraj Sudipta and Khilnani Sunil,2001, Civil Society, History and Possibilities, Cambridge, 

Cambridge University Press.

15. Mackenzie I, Political Concepts, 2005, A Reader and Guide, Edinburg, Edinburg University Press.

16.



17. , 

Mumbai Orient Longman Pvt Ltd

18.

19.

20. Sheldon Garrett Ward, 2005, Encyclopaedia of Political Thought, New Delhi.

21. Varma S. P., 2002,Modern Political Theory, New Delhi, Vikas Publication.


